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FROM OUR EVENT CHAIR
Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the March of Dimes 15th Annual Nurse of the Year awards! Today we celebrate the nursing 

profession by recognizing extraordinary nurses throughout our community and honoring those who make 

a difference in the lives of so many. 

Whether serving as educators, researchers or health care providers, nurses are critical to improving the 

health of families, which is even more important now during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

For more than 80 years, March of Dimes has empowered families with information, programs and tools to 

get the best possible start. By joining us to honor the outstanding health professionals in New Jersey, 

you’re helping March of Dimes continue to make a tremendous impact on the lives of moms and babies 

everywhere. 

Thank you and congratulations to our outstanding nurses! 

Kim Packer

2020 Event Chair, Nurse of the Year
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MEET OUR CHAIR

Kim Packer is a Registered Nurse with 38 years of experience in a variety of clinical, 
manager, and director roles including Administrative Director for Clinical Education, 
Associate Dean for Student Services, and Corporate Director for Clinical Excellence.  She 
received the March of Dimes Nurse of the Year (NOTY) award for Nursing Administration in 
2015 and has served as a member of the NOTY Planning Committee for the past three 
years.  

Currently Kim serves as Corporate Director of  Clinical Excellence at Jefferson Health New 
Jersey whose mission is to improve lives. In this role, which she has held since 2014, she 
led the organization on a journey to excellence, developing Shared Governance, Clinical 
Advancement Programs (CAP) for clinical nurses and technicians, mentorship programs, a 
Nursing Scholarship Program, and, most recently, the Vizient / AACN® Nurse Residency 
Program. Under her  leadership, Jefferson Health – New Jersey was awarded Magnet® 
designation by the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) in August 2018.

Kim earned a Master of Science degree in Adult Education from Capella University in 2000, 
and a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree from Trenton State College (now the College 
of New Jersey) in1982. She holds two certifications from ANCC, Nurse Executive Advanced 
(NEA-BC) and Fundamentals of Magnet. Kim is a member of the Organization of Nurse 
Executives NJ (ONENJ), the American Nurses Association, and the New Jersey State 
Nurses Association. She resides with her family in Berlin, NJ.
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NURSE OF THE YEAR COMMITTEE

Lynda Arnold, MHA, RN, NE-BC University Hospital

Hana Baudendistel, MS, BSN, RN, NE-BC Trinitas Regional Medical Center

Robyn D’Oria, MA, RNC, APN Central Jersey Family Health Consortium

Lee Ann Lawson, APRN Amicus Therapeutics, Inc.

Laurie LoMauro

Helene Lynch, DNP, MJ, RNC-OB, NEA-BC Southern New Jersey Perinatal Cooperative

Kathleen Neville, PhD, RN, FAAN Seton Hall University

Kim Packer, MS, RN, NEA-BC Jefferson Health New Jersey

Deborah Prodoehl-Caniano, DNP, RN, CEN, PCMH-CCE Community Medical Center

Susan Rux, PhD, MSN, RN, PHN, ACNS-BC, CHEP, CNE, CPRW, NEA-BC Chamberlain College of 

Nursing

Myrna Young, MSN, RN, CNOR Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital



MEET OUR EMCEE
Matthew Siegel is the Managing Principal of Millstone River Wealth Management, LLC, with  offices in 

Marlton and Wall, NJ. His firm provides comprehensive financial planning, investment advisory 

management, and company retirement plans for individual, family, not-for-profit, and corporate clients 

throughout New Jersey and 22 other states.

During his career, Matthew has been featured or quoted in The Wall Street Journal, The Star Ledger, Home 

News & Tribune, Asbury Park Press, SJ Magazine, Preemie Magazine, and several local publications. He 

has given interviews on NBC’s The Today Show, Comcast Newsmakers, News 12 New Jersey, Breaking the 

Rules with Ray Loewe, and several local TV and radio programs.

A volunteer for the March of Dimes since 2006, Matthew has served in many roles to advocate for the 

mission and raise money to fund vital medical research and educational programs, and has been active in 

advocacy and fundraising for several local causes in education and healthcare. He is captain of Team 

Hannah, a perennial family team at March for Babies.

For the past several years, his volunteer job as a Crisis Counselor has provided a gratifying channel to 

connect with people when they most need support.

Besides time with his family, Matthew enjoys photography, reading, and caring for tropical fish.

Born and raised in Hoboken, Matthew now resides in Monmouth County with his wife of 25 years, daughter 

(who was a preemie with a fantastic outcome), and their dog, Cooper. He is a graduate of Rutgers 

University and lifelong resident of New Jersey.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSOR
Hackensack Meridian Health

RWJBarnabas Health

SILVER SPONSOR
Mead Johnson Nutrition/RB

BRONZE SPONSORS
Amerigroup an Anthem Company

Georgian Court University

Jefferson Health New Jersey

Valley Health System
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MARCH OF 
DIMES LEADS 
THE FIGHT FOR 
THE HEALTH 
OF ALL MOMS 
AND BABIES.

OUR MISSION



2020 NOMINEES
Adriana Senatore

Aimee Gabuya

Ajoke Ogunwolere

Amanda Davis

Amie Robinson

Amy Lewis

Ana Maria Restrepo

Ann Marie Conte

Anna Gillespie

Anne Olsen

Arlene O'Connor

Ashley Tomasini

Badeiah Nammour

Bea Fernandes

Candace Murphy

Carol Cianfrone

Carol Rose-Trzaska

Carole Burke

Christina Allen

Christina Lahey

Christine Guvener

Colleen Farnum

Courtney Sadowsky

Daniel Leonard

Denise Loneker

Diane Jackson

Diane Juliano

Diome Kramer

Donna Cybulski

Donna Gonzalez

Donna Whalen

Duane Leist

Elizabeth Moyano

Elizabeth Wessolock

Ellen Juliano

Erika Mazero

Francine Dudick

Gail Sarisky

Gerard Muench

Gina Marie Russo

Gladis Janina Perez

Gladys Sillero

Grace Carcich

Inna Mesh

Jackie Kukon

Jacqueline Decker

Jaime Pawlowicz

Jaime Wisniewski

Jamila Joshua

Jennifer Coffin

Jennifer Iskandar

Jennifer Suppa

Jessica Noonan

Jessica Susan

Jill Paulsen

Jill Randolph

Johanna Watkinson

Jolee Matone
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2020 NOMINEES
Joseph Fratanduono

Joyce Gaunt

Karen Pierson

Katharyn Gunn

Kelly Scheuermann

Kelsey Kowalik

Kionna Wright

Kirsten Zabilowicz

Laura A. Giambona

Lauren Mastropiero

Linda Matthius

Lisa Genova

Lori Schroeder

Magnolia Nebab

Marcie Carvale

Mariliz Morales

Marissa Guzman

Mark Richards

Mary Elizabeth Horvitz

Maureen Irwin

Megan Chan

Melissa Agresti

Melissa Balcazar

Melissa Chichilitti

Melissa Growney

Michael Rempel

Michelle Musoke

Monifa Wilson

Nazareth Labetti

Nicole Ervin

Nicole Hradil

Nita Patel

Nora Luftman

Patricia Nelson

Patricia Worth

Paula Lewis

Rebecca Galuppo

Reena Shah

Said Mohammad

Sandra Conlon

Sara Belajonas

Sean Sim

Sharifa Doyle

Sharon Haskins

Sharon Sigona

Sherine Fraser

Stacey Mereday

Stacy DeVizio

Stacy McEnroe

Suman Cherian

Tara Ardolino

Tara Curtis

Tara Olsen

Tracey Leer

Vibette Robles

Victoria Moore

Yesenia Santos

Yocasta Corona
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2020 FINALISTS

Adult Health

Stephanie Ferguson - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Colette Goranson - Inspira Health Network

Connie Leming - Jefferson Health New Jersey

Stephanie Morgado - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Jeanne Schill- Romano - Overlook Medical Center

Marianne Sweeney - Hunterdon Medical Center

Jennifer Wiley - CentraState Healthcare System

Advanced Practice

Jennifer Bradle - Riverview Medical Center

Moira Kendra - Seton Hall University

Michelle Mitchell - CentraState Healthcare System

Olivia Nicastro - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Jonathan Paolini – Inspira Health Network

Amy Quinlan – Jersey Shore Medical Center

Ambulatory Care Settings

Eileen Donaruma - Advocare Lerch and Amato Pediatrics

Allison Gibase - Jefferson Health New Jersey

Susan Sutphen - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Ellen Witham - Ocean Medical Center

Critical Care, Pre-Hospital & Emergency

Marifi Agabao - Raritan Bay Medical Center

Karly Carswell - Jefferson Health New Jersey

Lauren Ciocco - Jefferson Health New Jersey

Barbara Coffey - Riverview Medical Center

Andrew Rollins - Saint Peter’s University Hospital

Cynthia Washart - Inspira Health Network

Educator - Academia

Lydia Albuquerque - William Paterson University

Katherine Connolly - Seton Hall University

Josephine DeVito - Seton Hall Universtiy

Persephone Vargas - William Paterson University

Tracy Vitale - Rutgers School of Nursing
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2020 FINALISTS

Educator - Health Care Delivery

Kim Coleman - Capital Health

Susan Gallucci - Overlook Medical Center

Paula Greenbaum - Jefferson Health New Jersey

Katherine Pfleger - Inspira Health Network

Joyce Merrigan - Capital Health

Sandia Royal - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Managed Care, Case Management & Industry Nursing

Lorna Barton - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Cristina Gray - Amerigroup an Anthem Company

Rochelle Husband - Inspira Health Network

Joanne Jordan - Amerigroup an Anthem Company

Jean Romano Kaplan – Clover Health

Roseanne Murison - Amerigroup an Anthem Company

Nurse Leader

Marlene Fischer - Inspira Health Network

Rebecca Graboso - Riverview Medical Center

Susan Rux - Chamberlain College of Nursing

Erin Salmond - Jersey City Medical Center

Denise Swan - Riverview Medical Center

Teri Wurmser -Hackensack Meridian Health & Georgian Court 

University

Nurse Manager

LaVern Allen - University Hospital

Timothy Clyne -Trinitas Regional Medical Center

Rosemarie Daley - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Christiam Fajardo - St. Joseph’s Health

Mary Ellen Garrity - Englewood Health

Trish Tatrai - Capital Health

Nursing Research, Evidence-Based Practice & Informatics

Anthony Corso – Southern Ocean Medical Center

Dawn Davis - Inspira Health

Dawnmarie Devito - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Katie Isaacson - Chamberlain College of Nursing

Selena McClinton -Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Kathleen Neville - Seton Hall University
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2020 FINALISTS

Performance Improvement, Quality/Safety & Risk Management

Karen Brody – Trinitas Regional Medical Center

Kelle Franzen – Jefferson Health New Jersey

Deborah Greenip – Bergen New Bridge Medical Center

Sharon Grusemeyer – Inspira Health Network

Traci Marcus - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Susan Weiss – Ocean Medical Center

Post-Acute Care

Suzanne Byrne - Hackensack Meridian Nursing and Rehab at 

Shrewsbury

Debra Hayes - JFK Hartwyck at Cedar Brook

Albina Ketoeva - Jersey City Medical Center

Olukayode Oyenekan - Hackensack Meridian Nursing and Rehab at 

Shrewsbury

Rose Marie Ranuro – Valley Home Care, Inc. 

Rising Star

Daniel Brenner - Capital Health

Olive Merli - Jefferson Health New Jersey

Rachel Kilpatrick - Riverview Medical Center

Madhuwattie Parsam - Jersey City Medical Center

Jostin Suarez - Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

Lauren Wiberg - Inspira Health Network

Women’s & Children’s Health

Mary De Ritter – Englewood Health

Susan Maher-Dziemian - Englewood Health

Lakeshia Montgomery - Southern New Jersey Perinatal 

Cooperative

Jessica Pizarro - Inspira Health Network

Supattra Planker - Pascack Valley Medical Center

Virginia Rossi -Jefferson Health New Jersey
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TRIBUTES
Advocare, LLC In tribute to our finalist, Eileen Donaruma.

Amicus Therapeutics, Inc. In tribute to our nominee, Nita Patel, RN and all the nurses on the frontlines.

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company In tribute to the 2020 Nurse of the Year Nominees & Finalists.

Central Jersey Family Health Consortium In tribute to the 2020 Nurse of the Year Award Winners.

CentraState Healthcare Foundation In tribute to our finalists, Michelle A. Mitchell and Jennifer Wiley.

Chamberlain College of Nursing In tribute to our finalists, Katie Isaacson & Susan Rux.

Chiesi USA In tribute to the 2020 Nurse of the Year Nominees & Finalists.

Horizon NJ Health In tribute to our nominees, Carol Cianfrone, Mary Elizabeth Horvitz and Monifa Wilson.

Hunterdon Healthcare In tribute to our nominees, Jennifer Coffin and Marcie Carvale, and our finalist Marianne Sweeney.  We are so 

proud of all of you!

Rochelle Husband In tribute to Trevor Ellis Wood. 

Inspira Health Network Congratulations to our ten Inspira finalists and all of our nominees!

Rutgers School of Nursing In tribute to our Finalist, Tracy Vitale.

Southern New Jersey Perinatal Cooperative In tribute to our nominees, Lakeshia Montgomery, Michelle Musoke and Kionna Wright.

Trinitas Regional Medical Center In tribute to our nominees and two finalists, Karen Brody and Timothy Clyne.

William Paterson University In tribute to Lydia Albuquerque, Christiam Fajardo & Persephone Vargas.






























