
  

   



   

A NOTE FROM  

OHIO GOVERNOR  

 

Dear Nursing Professionals, 

Congratulations to the nominees, finalists, and        

category winners of the March of Dimes Ohio 

Nurse of the Year Awards. You are part of a 

group of some amazing professionals! 

In the best of times, nurses play a vital role to 

the health and well-being of Ohioans. This 

year, nurses have emerged even more heroic 

on the front line of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Whether working In hospitals, clinics, nursing 

homes, or elsewhere, nurses have faced extraordinary challenges 

this year. As the March of Dimes celebrates the International Year of 

the Nurse and Midwife and in honor of the 200th anniversary of  

Florence Nightingale’s birth, I applaud March of Dimes for not only 

recognizing nurses, but also for raising money for programs that  

provide research, community services, education, and advocacy to 

improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects, premature 

birth, and infant mortality.  

To you and all of the nurses of Ohio, we thank you for your service 

and sacrifice as you work to keep our communities healthy and safe. 

And, thank you to March of Dimes Ohio, for continuing to showcase 

these   wonderful nurses. 

 

Very Respectfully Yours, 

 

 

Mike DeWine 

Governor 



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello, awesome Ohio nurses, and welcome to the 2020 March of Dimes Nurse of the Year Awards! 
 
When the World Health Organization declared early last year that 2020 would be the Year of the Nurse 
and Midwife, it was originally designed as a celebration and acknowledgement of the everyday positive 
impact that these healthcare  professionals share with our communities. As we know now, the       
COVID-19 pandemic has not only stretched our nursing and healthcare community to its very limits, but 
it also has further opened the world’s eyes to the outstanding leadership, compassionate  evidence-
based care, and cutting-edge research that nurses bring to hospitals, clinics, universities, organizations 
and patients everywhere. 
 
The nurses, advanced practice nurses, scientists and educators we honor today represent the very best 
of leadership, research and evidence-based care in the state of Ohio. This Year of the Nurse and     
Midwife certainly has not followed the intended script, but it has showcased how our nursing            
community transforms health and improves lives. 
 
It has also exposed the necessity of investing in the building and sustaining of a culture of wellness that 
supports clinician well-being and battles symptoms of burnout. We cannot continue to pour from an 
empty cup, and all of us can and must push for a level of investment in our organizations that provides 
resources and programs to protect our nurses’ and all clinicians’ physical, mental and emotional health. 
 
Let us use this unprecedented year to spark a new wave of innovation to solve our most pressing     
problems and interconnectedness to support our colleagues to achieve their optimal state of health 
and well-being. Florence Nightingale once said, “How very little can be done under the spirit of fear.” 
Ohio nurses are fearless; let us continue to face the future with determination to transform healthcare 
and improve people’s lives. Congratulations to you on your wonderful accomplishments. Keep      
dreaming, discovering and delivering a healthier world for us all! 
 
Warm and well regards, 

Jacalyn Buck, PhD, RN, NEA-BC, FAONL 

Chief Nursing Officer, Health System 

The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 

Assistant Dean for Clinical Affairs, College of  
Nursing, The Ohio State University 

Bernadette Melnyk, PhD, APRN-CNP, FAANP, 
FNAP, FAAN 
Vice President for Health Promotion 
 
University Chief Wellness Officer 

Dean and Helene Fuld Health Trust Professor of 
Evidence-based Practice, College of Nursing 

Executive Director, the Helene Fuld Health Trust 
National Institute for Evidence-based Practice in 
Nursing and Healthcare, The Ohio State  
University 
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SERVANT LEADER SPONSOR 

COMMUNITY CHAMPION SPONSORS 
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HOMETOWN HEROES SPONSORS
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MEDIA SPONSORS 



   

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Patricia Sharpnack, DNP, Ursuline College, Chair 

Janet Schuster, DNP, Cleveland Clinic Lutheran Hospital 

Melissa Kline, DNP, MetroHealth 

Laura Goliat, DNP, Urusline College 

Kimberly Dillon-Bleich, PhD, Ursuline College  

Anne Gunther, DNP, Aultman Hospital 

Cheryl Gee, MSN, OhioHealth Riverside Methodist Hospital 

 
REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Angie Contant, Akron Children’s Hospital  

Angela Bridges, Mt. Carmel Rehabilitation       

Hospital 

Anne Gunther, Aultman Hospital 

Caitlin Yeager, Ursuline College 

Cathy Day, Community Hospitals and Wellness    

Center 

Cathy Patton, OhioHealth 

Cheryl Gee, OhioHealth Riverside  Methodist 

Hospital 

Cindy Beckett, The Ohio State University 

Cindy Zellefrow, The Ohio State University     

College of Nursing 

Ebony Drummer, Ursuline College 

Eileen Fleming, SummaHealth 

Jackie Hausfeld, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital    

Medical Center 

Jacquelyn Rebman, Adena Health Systems 

Janet Schuster, Cleveland Clinic Lutheran      

Hospital 

Jennifer Johnson, Ursuline College 

Kathy Zaeske, Shriners Hospital for Children’s      

Cincinnati 

Kelly Seabold, MetroHealth  

Kim Boggs, OhioHealth 

Kimberly Dillon, Ursuline College 

Laura Church, Ursuline College 

Laura Goliat, Ursuline College 

Laura Flesch, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 

Medical Center 

Laura Tramer, Ursuline College 

Maggie Taylor, Akron Children’s Hospital 

Marcy Conti, OhioHealth 

Meghan Weese, Akron Children’s Hospital 

Melissa Kline, MetroHealth 

Nancy Mosca, Akron Children’s Hospital 

Patricia Reed, OhioHealth 

Patricia Sharpnack, Ursuline College 

Rebecca Dupras, Soin Medical Center 

Rebecca Patton, Case Western Reserve       

University 

Ruby Crawford-Hemphill, University  

Cincinnati Medical Center  

Sharon Lieb Inzetta, Hamlin Pavilion Summa 

Breast Center  

Sherrie Valentine, Dublin Methodist Hospital 

Teresa Wood, OhioHealth 

Tracy Park, OhioHealth 



   

Alecia Dalton  

Allyson Storts  

Amy Berg   

Amy Patterson  

Amy Vallette  

Andrea Holmes 

Angela Clark  

Ann George  

Annamarie Borich 

Anne Gunther  

Anne Macy  

Annie Jackson  

Ashley Jupp  

Ashley Kizer  

Becky Rehe 

Beth Kosch 

Brenda Demeritt 

Caitlin Yeager 

Chelsea Strohm 

Christa Pollauf 

Christine Lee  

Heather O’Neal 

Heidi Eve-Cahoon 

Holly Griffith 

Holly Ma 

Holly Myers 

Jacklynn Davis 

Jacquela Robinson 

Jacqueline Zim-
merman 

James Gelement 

Janet Schuster 

Jenelle Piszczek 

Jessica Benovic 

Jill Byrne 

Jill Schneider 

Jodi Zalewski 

Joshua Beacorn 

Judith Szerencsy 

Julie Hackney 

Julie Westbrook 

Kelly Hancock 

Kaitlin Kelley 

Christine Sayre 

Crystal Epley 

Daniel Phillips 

Danielle Worthington 

Dawn Wiklinski 

Deborah Clouse 

Deborah Rosu 

Denise Williams  

Diane Doucette 

Dianne Morrison-
Beedy 

Dominicque Smith 

Edward Rowse 

Eileen Walsh 

Elaine Miller 

Elizabeth Bryant 

Elizabeth Steger 

Emily Boone 

Emily Kish 

Erika Pantelatos 

Erin Bender 

Francesca Logterman 



   

Kay Cromer 

Kelley Gallagher 

Kelly Glendon 

Kelly Keller 

Kendra Whittle 

Kevin Smith 

Kiera Urquhart 

Kim Burton 

Kristen Kramer 

Kristine Adams 

Laura Francis 

Lauren Bauman 

Linda O’Donnell 

Lucia Prosser 

Lynette Bruce 

Marilyn Hargett 

Marissa Larouere 

Marquetta Colbert 

Mary Zwisler 

Megan Albertini 

MeiWei Chang 

Melenie Meyers 

Melissa Podboy 

Melissa Sawma 

Michael Pelyak 

Michele Weber 

Michelle Zamudio 

Milu Nguyen 

Molly Zellers 

Nicole Lehrer 

Nicole Neagos 

Nina Smolinski 

Paula Campbell 

Randee Masciola 

Rebeca Bridenthal 

Rebecca Scott 

Rebecca Wilson 

Richard Prior 

Ritsa Mavrakis 

Sandra Dankelson 

Sarah Arrighi 

Sarah Purpus 

Shannon Gillespie 

Shannon Thompson 

Sharon Ungar 

Shawn Lewis 

Sherrie Valentine 

Sierra Combs 

Sonia McDonough 

Stacey Updyke 

Stefaney Bahlke 

Stephanie Vaupel-
Juart 

Stephanie Garee 

Susan Arvanitis 

Susan Kern 

Susan Yeager 

Teresa O’Hara 

Tracy Buder 

Wendy Ungard 

William Galilei 

Karen Perez-Steigerwald 

Katherine ModicBradley 

Kathleen Longmeier 



   

RESEARCH 

By Ursuline College 
 

Jacquela Robinson  

The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center  

 

Dr. Dianne Morrison-Beedy  

The Ohio State University College of  

Nursing 

 

Elaine Miller 

University of Cincinnati College of Nursing 

 

CLINICAL EDUCATION AND STAFF  

DEVELOPMENT 0-5 YEARS  

By Cleveland Clinic 
 

Ann George 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical  

Center 

 

Michael Pelyak 

University Hospitals, Cleveland Medical Center 

 

James Gelement 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical  

Center 

 

CLINICAL EDUCATION AND STAFF  

DEVELOPMENT 6-19 YEARS 

By Cleveland Clinic 
 

Deborah Rosu 

University Hospitals, Case Medical Center 
 

Michele Weber 

The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 
 

Amy Patterson 

University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center 

 

 

 

CLINICAL EDUCATION AND STAFF  

DEVELOPMENT 20 YEARS+  

By Cleveland Clinic  
 

Judith Szerencsy 

MetroHealth Medical Center  
 

CLINICAL PRECEPTORSHIP 0-5 

YEARS  

By Akron Children’s Hospital  
  

Sandra Dankelson 

Cleveland Clinic, Marymount Hospital 
 

Sarah Purpus 

The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 
 

CLINICAL PRECEPTORSHIP 6-19 

YEARS  

By Akron Children’s Hospital 
 

Emily Boone 

Dayton Children’s Hospital  
 

Lauren Bauman 

Akron Children’s Hospital  

 

Rebecca Bridenthal 

Summa Health System, Akron City Hospital 
 

INNOVATION 

By Ohio Hospital Association 
 

Jill Byrne 

Cleveland Clinic, Hillcrest Hospital  
 

Angela Clark 

University of Cincinnati, College of Nursing 
 

Anne Macy 

Bon Secours Mercy Health 



   

PATIENT CARE  0-5 YEARS 

By Dayton Children’s 
 

Jacqueline Zimmerman 

Adena Health System, Regional Medical Center 
 

Ashley Jupp 

Akron Children’s Hospital 
 

Kristen Kramer 

Cleveland Clinic, South Pointe Hospital 

 

PATIENT CARE 6-19 YEARS 

By Adena 
 

William Galilei 

Mount Carmel, St. Ann’s 
 

Beth Kosch 

Nationwide Children’s Hospital Medical Center 

 

Heather O’Neal 

The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center  
 

PATIENT CARE 20+ YEARS 

By Adena 
Melanie Meyers 

University of Cincinnati  
 

Teresa O’Hara 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center   

 

Heidi Eve-Cahoon 

Summa Health System, Akron City Hospital  
 

ACADEMIC EDUCATION 0-5 YEARS 

By University Hospitals 
 

Caitlin Yeager 

Ursuline College 
 

Edward Rowse 

Jamestown Family Practice 

ACADEMIC EDUCATION 6-19 YEARS 

By University Hospitals 
 

Holly Myers 

University of Toledo College of Nursing 
 

Randee Masciola 

The Ohio State University College of  Nursing 
 

Richard Prior 

University of Cincinnati College of Nursing 
 

LEADERSHIP 0-5 YEARS  

By The Ohio State University College 

of Nursing, Wexner Medical Center  
 

Daniel Phillips 

Akron Children’s Hospital 
 

Holly Ma 

University Hospital, Cleveland Medical Center 
 

Stephanie Vaupel-Juart 

The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 
 

LEADERSHIP 6-19 YEARS  

By The Ohio State University College 

of Nursing, Wexner Medical Center  
 

Marissa Larouere 

Nationwide Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
 

Susan Yeager 

The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 
 

Kelley Gallagher 

MetroHealth Medical Center 
 

 

 



   

LEADERSHIP 20+ YEARS  

By The Ohio State University College of Nursing, Wexner Medical Center  
 

Anne Gunther 

Aultman Hospital 
 

Kelly Hancock 

Cleveland Clinic, Main Campus 
 

Janet Schuster 

Cleveland Clinic Lutheran Hospital 
 

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE RN 

By Nationwide Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
 

Melissa Sawma 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
 

Kendra Whittle 

Adena Health System Regional Medical Center 

 

Joshua Beacorn 

Cleveland Clinic, Hillcrest Hospital 
 

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE - GRADUATE NURSING PROGRAM 

By Nationwide Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
 

Kiera Urquhart 

Nationwide Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
 

MARCH OF DIMES MISSION  

By Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
 

Christine Lee 

Akron Children's Hospital    

 

Kim Burton 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center   



   



   



   



   



   

Thank you for supporting  

Nurse of the Year 

Thank you for supporting  

Nurse of the Year 



  
   


